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Dear Russ: 


n Embassy, 3HAPE/L, 
Paris, France, \ ^ 

January II, 1961, ~ 


L ^ 


b 't, 

,u * 



I returned From a brief but delightful holiday 
in Berchtesgaden and environs in time to cat chi only 
the last stage of General Norstad's review of the 
staff paper prepared in answer to the questions posed 
by Congressman Holifield and Mr, Ramey. I hopd that 
the information sent from this office on the maViner 
of handling these inquiries has been sufficientsto 
enable the Department to assert its prerogative 
joining with Defense to determine the propriety 
releasing the information contained in the responds. 




The preliminary memorandum of your December 29 
conversation with JCAE members and staff, thought¬ 
fully pouched to us by Jake, arrived In time to be 
of considerable help in the final polishing of General 
Norstad f s report. At several points, the responses 
were sharpened by virtue of awareness of the Commit¬ 
tee f s current thinking* I am enclosing a copy of a 
memorandum by Bill Hamilton that will indicate some 
of the General*s preliminary reactions to the uncleared 
record of this meeting* You will be especially interested 
in the final paragraph, and I feel sure that the need 
for great discretion in its use will be immediately 
apparent* 


I assume that your query of December 2? concerns 
the transcript of the JCAE meeting with General Norstad 
at SHAPE. The recent evidence that State and Defense 
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arc sharing the same remove/ Genera 1*No rstad 1 

the Committee's de sires has acknowledged 

early objection and General ^per ha^ ^ you ^ 
liorstad's request that a copy uc 


s 




Raymond L, Thurston 


Enclosure: 

As stated. / 
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MEMOIUITOUM f or the RErnnn 


January lo, 1961 


Snara lit!fit 

ikii 1 ■ m ■ 11 

£ 


Subject. ^“Jorstad^^Comments on December 2 9 
coveri n rth| d Decl m be^ 1 |9 r meeti nl0r S nd '™ of conversation 

nent officials and raemhlr, betwee n State Depart 

General "orstad for his ^rsonM 6 Staff <* the "K 
review of the staff paper* n r ? ai u 5 e * * n advance of his 
questions posed to him bv the ? are< ? * n res ponse to the 
recent European tour. tL ConerT^ tS‘ 

Of this memorandum at the first of r d out extracts 
n e view staff papers, which tnr\U me ®tings held 
esent were Generals Monm . . ^ place on January 5 
3ondley (EUCOM); ColonelsDA„ ° hnS °?' Colner and 7 5> 
and myself. nels Dow «ey and Taylor (EUCOM); 

answer e di?ectly r |Jd d »|Jiaolv^ ha ?i, h * was disposed to 

questions put to him bv^hpAv'^— gh Politely—the 
deal both with specify? „f Committee, attempting to 
understandings.^Inst^ed CcL^V Vld ^ ^- 
with the Committee on ti s tfj™* 1 Ta ylor to deal 

ff" SUl ? a S ion ln feahington During 6 his forthcoming 
General Norstad indicated that ” E tbe review session S 

the wfS" P a Persstem d directly V frnm f h hifl <=han g eT' 

Me eC ^S| r re 2 q 9 «^t% ttn f- Ih *“ 

section designed to iu2strl?e n th t0 ^ lch ha added a 
European contribution to S? n, h reality of the 
to which was sharpened- and Questf stl f n 3i the response 
directed the substitution of a direX 4 ’ £or which be 
place of the rather direct statement In 

issue in the staff r presentati 0 nt rOUraVention th " 

satiste^ifS| d r ao “ed on the difficulties of 
as evident from vaH rt»r Committee and its 

thp Gnber 29 meeting. For example in h the record of the’ 
the space of two pages KAtq S 1 £ he noted that within 
zero capability" (i n the minrf from havinp 

over-armed fin (he view of annt hi T* T mhe ^ to being 
the complaints about inadeoiifltp Sf * observed that 

origlnal^intent'^st^the beginnin of / h ^ ^ t8 

sera 
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th * the Dpeciflc incidents, reported by 

staff in its account of the European trip need 

had it V been S in r n ed the Committee, in the SHAPE view, 
nad xt been in possession of complete or correct facts 

offwi 3 a° n ? 0t a C d Tayl0r ’ wh ° served a® escort 
wfqh?n^ dU ^ ins t ' he 1 tri P and are being called to 

motion it ??? Ul ? With th * c ^i«ee in the pre- 

fnHd. its final report, are familiar with these 

? nd ' ln most cases, have the information 
necessary to give a complete explanation of the 
circumstances. For example: 

that A*ir (page 10 of the record] 

was unawl^ nfM°? f" f a ? ritish Canberra base 
in fllfSS?? of his instructions* The individual 
iE*2 U ?«ii OI \ W » s a ^ard, not a custodian, and 

staff C ?i^H K? nn0t an ? one raembar of the JCAE 
ated i? i# reaction by attempting to 
stroll casually toward the loaded plane, thev 
were immediately stopped, i Lney 

The allegation that two young guards 
? S1 * e ? ea f Bulgarian border recently 
went out of their heads (page II)* The only 
possibly related occuirence which EUCOM can 7 
identify was the recent transfer of two guards 

rcview 1 o* 1 rcf‘ord dS fti 22 1 o f r,-, ^ nt ; ^ »uro wlicn t 

° rccoru^ uiaiioi*” Ft^HTTTV neurotic tcnc 

^ A ^ 1 » M K J. i ._/ -fc _ * 


^ ^ nruioblC 

The allegation (page 12) that at the 

twi 1 rp°f 7 the ^ Tur 4 lsh J C0up General Norstad had 
twice almost ordered the evacuation of atomic 

in 3 Turk" 1 h e H faC J i® that the Committee, while 
in Turkey, had asked what precautionary 

«nrf S wr eS 4 h r d be ? n t3ken at the time of the coup, 
and was informed matter of factly that the P 

routinely prepared contingency plans for such 

an evacuation had been reviewed in routine 

tasmon to make sure that they were up-to-date 

aware a if W ?h^ tSd had neither ordered nor been 
aware of this review, 

f L TvZn*horstad had not been aware of 
r €fusaX to Permit a Turkish 

fnaii i ?M Zat i on vislt t0 sites in Italy 
i Pa f!^ 4/ * He commented that he was sure such 
a visit could have been arranged had he known 

h fl nd£d r p?op!rly’! d ^ th * pr0 P osal been 


tendencies, 
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General Norstad Indicated some unhappiness with 
two statements attributed to State representatives in 
the record of the December 29 meeting,. The first iq 
the assertion that procurement of 100 additional 
missiies by the allies was a condition of our offer 
to commit the five Polaris submarines (page 5)* It 
is General horstad's interpretation that although the 
permanent commitment of the five submarines would be 
na i^ 0n S ^ ch additional procurement, the 
°F er c 0f *5? inltia l allocation was not so 
Secondly, he is unhappy over the state- 

wn!i?H kS® e t)iat bh ® additional deployment of MRBMs 
wou^d be sea-borne. He commented that he felt this 

was the blind spot in the Polaris program. He considers 

the proposa l for ml-sted A "m 4*** cil Ul * »_1 I * « 

is thtjXli 


Slat" £ * aoes EOt liRethe idea of too 

He considP^ submarines wandering about the ocean area, 

essentiafw^HnLpre f arable to leave the submarines 
essentially under 0»S* command and. believing that tk* 

? 0 aa ^nrLF° ” Sat ?L°?.. the ^cund-; he remains ^opposed 

ment. f 1 E otjr thinkin £ solely to a sea-borne deploy- 


Drafted bv; 

William C. Hamilton:SHAPE/I,idjm 
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